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Who we are

Legal Council for Health Justice (Legal Council) is a registered
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that began in 1987 to provide
free legal help to people with HIV and AIDS. In 2014, we
expanded our work and added programs that provide free legal
help to children with chronic health conditions and their families;
people who have severe mental illness, many of whom are

experiencing homelessness; and older adults.

What we do

We are dedicated to advancing health equity and improving access to justice for people
facing the greatest structural barriers to health and income security. Through innovative
legal services and community partnerships, we tackle the systemic barriers that impact
health and well-being, particularly for low-income individuals and families facing complex
medical and social challenges.

At Legal Council, we drive real change for people facing illness, disability and discrimination
by breaking down the legal and social barriers that affect their health. We provide bold legal
advocacy to ensure everyone has a fair shot at a healthier life. Through direct
representation, systemic change, and community education, we're championing health
equity and justice for those who need it most.



Throughout this annual report, we highlight
the transformative initiatives and
collaborative efforts that empower
individuals and communities, dismantle
barriers, and promote healthcare as a
fundamental right. Join us as we reflect on
our achievements and look ahead to a future
where everyone has the opportunity to
thrive.

LEGAL COUNCIL FOR HEALTH JUSTICE
ANNUAL REPORT 2024

We envision a community where everyone—no
matter their health challenges or socio-economic
background—has equal access to justice,
healthcare, and the resources needed to thrive. We
push for a future where health equity is a reality, and
legal or financial barriers to well-being are a thing of
the past. Through unwavering commitment and
transformative action, we aim to make this vision a
powerful, lasting force for change.

How we
get there

Ensuring access to healthcare and
essential supports

Promoting health as a human right

Combating stigma and discrimination

Building stronger communities

Creating lasting impact
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Ensuring access to
healthcare and
essential supports

At Legal Council, we recognize that
systemic barriers often prevent low-
income individuals and marginalized
community members from accessing
essential healthcare, income, and
support services.

We partner with clients and
communities to unlock access to
these essential resources and build
a more just society, equipping
individuals, service providers, and
community members to advocate for
their rights.

Our work is rooted in the belief that
everyone has a right to health and
well-being.

Client Focus

Lee* reached out to Legal Council for help securing special education services for her 12-
year-old son, David*, who has ADHD. Despite multiple requests, the school ignored her
efforts to get David evaluated for an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). David struggled
with remote learning, and Lee was determined to get him the support he needed.

Senior Staff Attorney, Sarah Hess (she/her), worked with Lee, guiding her on David’s rights
and collaborating to draft formal requests to the school. Together, they secured an IEP
evaluation, providing David with the accommodations he had long been denied.
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Promoting
“health as

R
£

- a human
right

We believe that access to quality
healthcare is a fundamental human
right. Our advocacy efforts focus
on ending barriers so we all can
access the care and support we
need to lead healthy lives.

89% of our clients have incomes
below 200% of the federal
poverty level

Client Focus

We take a trauma-informed approach to client services,
listening deeply to address not just immediate needs but also
to build trust and understanding. This was vital in our work
with Robbie*, who, after 20 years in prison, found himself
homeless and navigating a complex web of systems for
essential documents, housing, employment, and benefits like
Medicare, Social Security, and SNAP.

As a Black man, Robbie's trauma was intensified by decades

Legal Coundil clients with incomes of pervasive racial bias in incarceration, and isolation.
below 200% of the federal poverty level Through our trauma-informed partnership, we worked with
g Lesal Coundil clients above 200% of the him to begin to address these barriers. Today, Robbie is

federal poverty level housed, free from the crisis of homelessness, and committed

to helping others. He is now involved in community advocacy,
using his experience to advocate for systemic change and
support those facing similar struggles.
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Combating stigma
and discrimination

Many of our clients face stigma
and discrimination due to health Over 40% of our clients live with HIV/AIDS
conditions, such as HIV/AIDS,
serious mental illness, or other
disabilities. We strive to combat
these injustices through legal
advocacy and education, fostering
a more inclusive environment
where everyone is treated with
dignity and respect.

Legal Council clients
living with HIV/AIDS

41.3%

58.7%

All other Legal
Council clients

Client Focus

Eve*, a trans woman employed by the State of lllinois, spent over a year trying to get her
health insurance to cover facial feminization surgery, which is essential gender-affirming care.
Despite it being illegal in lllinois to deny coverage for such surgery, her insurance repeatedly
denied her claim. To afford the surgery, Eve took out substantial loans and paid out-of-pocket.
Afterward, her attempts to get reimbursement were unsuccessful.

When our team met Eve, she expressed her desire to not only get reimbursed but also prevent
other trans people from facing similar challenges. With our help, Eve appealed the denial and
successfully secured reimbursement for over $35,000 in covered charges for her surgery.
This partnership also led to action from Governor Pritzker’s office, and changes have been
made to the state employee health plan for 2025 to eliminate discriminatory exclusions of
transition-related care.
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Building stronger
communities

We do not do this work alone. By working in
coalition with healthcare providers, community
organizations, and advocacy groups, we work

. . " Children &
to build stronger, healthier communities. Our oy
: Families Program
collaborative approach ensures that we 9
address the holistic needs of our clients,
creating sustainable change that benefits
everyone.
Homeless
Outreach
Pr°§ram HIV/AIDS Legal
Program
16

Coalition participation by team
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Creating lasting
impact

Through our innovative Medical Legal Partnership (MLP) model, we leverage the power of
law, social work, and medicine to create lasting impact. Our integrated services not only
address immediate legal needs but also contribute to improved health outcomes, reducing
long-term disparities.

Our client-centered approach ensures that we provide comprehensive, trauma-informed
support by embedding attorneys and legal advocates right where they’re nheeded—within
hospitals, community health clinics, and homeless services agencies.

Last year, we helped over 1,600 individual clients, all of whom fell within one of our priority
areas of service:

e Unhoused individuals with severe physical and/or mental health challenges;

e People living with HIV or at risk of HIV infection, including a significant non-binary and
gender non-conforming population;

e Children with disabilities and chronic health conditions and their families.

Homeless Outreach Program
17.7%

Client breakdown percentage
by program

Children & Families Program
19.5%

HIV/AIDS Legal Program
62.8%
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We train healthcare and social service providers to identify
legal needs affecting patients' health and well-being.

Patients are screened for legal issues during
regular visits and referred to us when needed.

We provide trauma-informed legal services
and screen for additional legal needs.

As individual representation reveals systemic barriers,
we develop partnerships to address these needs.

Our Healthcare and Social Service Provider Partners
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Summer
Soiree

2024 Awardees

Each year, we value the opportunity
to gather with our community at the
Summer Soirée to celebrate our
collective successes and inspire our
supporters for the future. All funds
raised directly benefit our work,
providing hope and stability for
children and adults facing life-
changing health conditions. Last
year, at our 2024 Summer Soirée,
we proudly raised over $150,000.

The event also provides a chance to
honor individuals and organizations
that enhance our clients' access to
quality, affordable, and equitable
healthcare. We were proud to honor
three of our partners with our annual
awards. Read more about our
awardees here.

James Monroe Smith Founder Awardee: Dr. Renslow Sherer
Kimball & Karen Anderson Community Awardee: Susan Agrawal
Ann Hilton Fisher Advocate Awardees: Art Johnston & Pepe Peina



https://legalcouncil.org/2024-awardees/
https://legalcouncil.org/2024-awardees/
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Budget

This data reflects the budget during FY 2024. With guidance from our

Revenue Board of Directors, Legal
Special events Council is committed to
CGovernment grants 0.8% responsible stewardship of

18.3%
our revenue and resources.

We work to keep fundraising

and administrative costs in

Donated legal services balance, while ensuring a
18% strong, stable organization.

In 2024, almost 80% of every
dollar raised went directly to

Program service fees .
program services.

9.5%

Other Income

0.9% I
Non-government grants and contributions

68.7%

Expenses

Fundraising
10.1%

Administrative
10.5%

We work hard to effectively manage
funds to maximize impact while
ensuring that the majority of
resources are directed toward our
core mission of providing legal
advocacy for health justice.

Program Services
79.4%
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Our Team

Our dedicated team is at the heart of everything we do. Each staff member brings unique
expertise and passion to our work. Together, we collaborate to create lasting impact and
drive meaningful change for the communities we serve.

i

y \ " g il
Julie Justicz Taylor Belew Nerida Berrios Raine Caceres Meghan Carter Carrie Chapman
Executive Director Senior Staff Attorney Administrative Legal Advocate Senior Staff Attorney Deputy ED of Programs
Assistant and Policy
ﬁ ﬂ ol % \'l
Barb Cohen Emily Decker Maria Duque Ruth Edwards Theo Grant-Funck Sarah Hess
Senior Policy Analyst Development and Operations Deputy ED of Finance Legal Advocate Senior Staff Attorney
Comms Manager Administrator and Operations
]
Ed )
. .
. r : - - L - . . - r .
Marina Kurakin Lena Lazar Sam Lopata Amy Marinacci Amy Martin Kate Miller
Senior Legal Advocate Legal Advocate Evaluation and Senior Social Security Legal Director Senior Legal Advocate
and Health Insurance Compliance Manager Specialist Attorney
Specialist

@ e Cd
Deborah Nall Lisa Parsons Liesl Pereira Nooreen Reza Kevin Scott Katie Shelton
Senior Staff Attorney Legal Director Chief External Staff Attorney Staff Attorney Legal Director

Relations Officer

Milo Vieland Daniel Washington Madison Wiegand Nickol Zamora

David Titus
Finance and Staff Attorney Finance Director Staff Attorney Legal Advocate

Operations Manger
11
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Board of Directors

Our Board of Directors is composed of committed leaders who bring a wealth of
expertise and a shared passion for our mission. Their guidance, vision, and strategic
oversight are instrumental in shaping our work and ensuring that we continue to
make a meaningful impact in the communities we serve.

Executive Committee

Michael Casner, M.D., Esq.

President

Jonathan Motto, Esq.
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Vice President

Betsy Farrington, Esq.
Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan & Baum LLP
Secretary

Jenny Butkus, CAMS
Morgan Stanley
Treasurer

Directors
Sherri Allen-Reeves
Phoenix Foundation NFP

Alexander J. Bandza, Esq.
Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

Dennis Barrett
City of Chicago

Kim Dell’Angela, Ph.D.
The Chicago School

Mark Greer, Esq.
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young LLP

Matthew Herek
BMO Financial Group

Emily Kirsch

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Chris McAdam, Esq.
Latham & Watkins LLP

Daniel McCord, Esq.
Jenner & Block LLP

Jonnsebastian Orozco, Esq.
Advancing Health Equity

Anthen Perry, Esq.
Mayer Brown LLP

Hon. James E. Snyder
Circuit Court of Cook County (retired)

Philip Tortorich, Esq.
Actuate Law LLC

Charlie Wysong, Esq.
Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd.

12
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Our supporters

We are profoundly grateful to the generous individuals, foundations, and
organizations whose support enables us to continue our critical work. Thanks to
your commitment, we are able to provide comprehensive legal services that help
individuals navigate the complex intersection of health and justice, advocating for
access to care, rights, and essential resources. Your contributions allow us to
expand our impact, break down systemic barriers, and ensure that vulnerable
communities receive the legal support they need to live healthier, more secure
lives. This page honors the donors whose partnership makes it possible for us to
advance our mission and bring about meaningful change for those we serve.

Medical-Legal Partnership Support

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago
ACCESS Community Health Network

Christian Community Health Center

Comer Children’s Hospital

TPAN/Vivent

Trilogy

Government Support

Access to Justice

AIDS Foundation Chicago

Chicago Department of Family and Support Services

Chicago Department of Public Health

Health Resources & Services Administration (Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, Parts A & B),
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

lllinois Department of Human Services

Safer Foundation

Pro Bono Partners

Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd.
Pro Bono Network

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless
Law Center for Better Housing

Class Action Partners

National Health Law Program
Robert H. Farley, Jr., Ltd.

13
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Foundation Support

AIDS Foundation Chicago

Alphawood Foundation

Anonymous (2)

Blowitz-Ridgeway Foundation

The Chicago Bar Foundation

Chicago Community Foundation

DIFFA Chicago

Equal Justice Works

Healthy Communities Foundation

lllinois Bar Foundation

lllinois Equal Justice Foundation

Lawyers Trust Fund of lllinois

Lever for Change

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund

Michael Reese Health Trust

Michael Reese Research and
Education Foundation

National Health Law Program

Northern Trust Company

Polk Bros. Foundation

Pritzker Traubert Foundation

Public Interest Law Initiative

Reva & David Logan Foundation

Ronald W. Naito MD Foundation

RRF Foundation for Aging

ViiV Healthcare

Corporate Support

Anonymous (1)
Gilead Sciences
lllinois Health & Hospital Association

aé\)\.'\‘-—‘

Firm Support

Actuate Law

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Dentons LLP

Goldberg Kohn Ltd.

Goldman Ismail Tomaselli Brennan
& Baum LLP

Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym, Ltd.

Jenner & Block LLP

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Latham & Watkins LLP

McDermott Will & Emery LLP

Sidley Austin LLP

Winston & Strawn LLP

Legal Council Clients

Y\a\'e a disabilig,

33% 29%
8%

10%
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Individual Supporters
$5,000+

Anonymous

Kimball Anderson and Karen Gatsis Anderson
Jennifer Butkus, CAMS and Eric Butkus
Michael Casner, M.D., Esq.

Elizabeth Farrington, Esq. and Andrew Farrington

Holly King
Emily and Matthew Kirsch

$2,500 - $4,999

Geoffrey A. Anderson, Esq. and Dennis Monteverde

Alexander J. Bandza, Esq. and August Drilling
Bryce Cooper, Esq. and Taylor Atkins

Mark and Paula DeBofsky

Matt Feldhaus, Esq. and Mark Larson

Ann and Bill Fisher

Mark R. Greer, Esq.

Hon. Cynthia Hyndman

Dr. Robert Jespersen and Dr. Glenn Arakaki
Robert Kovats and David Lopez

Daniel McCord, Esq.

Jim Snyder and Scott Plummer

Anonymous

Sherri Allen-Reeves

Dr. Braden Berkey, Psy.D. and Robert Bartlett
Colin Bowes-Carlson

Anthony Bruck

Craig Byford and Dr. Jeff Watts

Dr. Kenzie Cameron and Steve Dickerson
Dr. Eric Christoff and Doug Stull

Dr. Kim Dell'Angela

Thomas A. Dunn

Rachel Dvorken

Howard Epstein and Gabrielle Sigel

Brian E. Fliflet, Esq.

Vincent J. Getzendanner, Esq.

Matthew Herek

Daniel Hoppe

Christopher McAdam, Esq.

Swarup Mehta, Pharm.D. and Tom Emerick
Jonathan Motto, Esqg. and Kyle Barrettsmith
Anthen Perry, Esq.

James Perry and Robert J. Horton

Philip J. Tortorich, Esq.

Nearly 30% of our donors
have been donating for 3 or
more years consecutively.

1 Year
52.6%

2 Years
19%

Ed Jeske and John Hern

Robert Kovats and David Lopez
Michael L. Kiser

Jason Krigel

Jena Levin

Pallavi Mehta

Sarah Millar

Jonnsebastian Orozco, Esq.

Mark Parts and Faith Spencer
Susan Rogers and Richard Stephenson
Lynn Sloan

Charles Wintersteen and Joan Berry
Michael and Mary Woolever

Charlie Wysong, Esq.

Thomas Yates and Diane Ratekin
Sue and Larry Yellen
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$500 - $999

Anonymous (3)
Clyde Alpert
David Baltmanis and Meghan Carter

James Bennett and Dr. Terry Vanden Hoek

Craig Cooper
Steven Coursey, Esq.

Frederick J. Daley Jr. and Allison Daley

Marci Dodds

Mary Dolan and Hon. David Haracz
Sally and Randall Doubet-King
Mark Frank

David Igasaki

William Janulis and Karen Sweeney

$250 - $499

Bonnie Allen

John and Lisa Allen

Stephanie and David Altman
Michael Ballard

Paul Bradley-Slay

Carol Book and Thomas Corfman
Theresa Brooks

Maria Brubaker

Barb Cohen

Ann Courter and Norman Hirsch
Jeffrey De Jong and Ruth A. McBeth
Gordon and Ann Decker

Graeme Dinwoodie and Brian Havel
Paul Gembara

Stuart I. Graff and Rob Chambers
Heather Green

Margaret Grinnell

Judy Hamje

Jacquelyn Haynes

Mary Hess

Charles Hoffman and Tamara Schiller
Brent and Jose Holman-Gomez
Cindy Homan and M.K. Czerwiec
Henry Hunt

Andrea Jones

Julie Justicz

Loraine and Steve Kaufman

Glenn W. Kaun

Daniel Lange and Geoff Rice

Kevin Mork

John Peller and David Jablonowski
Andrea Raila

Charlotte Rubinstein and Michael Salvati
Heather Sawyer

Anthony Todd

Patti and Pete Werner

Alison White

Davida Yalley

Federico Ivanissevich

Lindsey Johnson and Michael Faron
Marty and Christine Kittaka
Frederic R. Klein and Frieda Jacobs
John and Jill Levi

Robert Metzler

Katherine Miller

Anita Molano

Paul Mollica

Taylor Morris

Robert W. Ollis Jr., Esq. and Richard Gibbons
Sally Paczosa

Liesl Pereira and Ashley Olson
Sheila Pont

Amit Punwani

Arnie and Marcy Roth

David Shapiro

Risé Terney and Michael Adell

Amy Timm

Joseph Weber

Michelle Wetsel

Richard Wetzel

Robbie White
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Phone Number

312.427.8890

Email Address

communications@legalcouncil.org

o

Website

www.legalcouncil.com
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