
Letter Urging Removal of Prior Authorization for HCV Cures In Illinois Medicaid,

Submitted November 17, 2022

We are concerned healthcare providers who are requesting that Illinois Medicaid remove the prior

authorization (PA) requirement for hepatitis C virus (HCV) direct-acting antiviral coverage to address the

racial disparities caused by the PA process. Our patients join us in this request.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recently reported that nationally, there are lower HCV treatment

rates among Medicaid populations compared to other insured groups, and lower rates among non-white

Medicaid participants than white Medicaid participants.1 The CDC also recognized that Medicaid

participants who live in states with treatment restrictions have lower odds of receiving HCV treatment

than participants living in states without such restrictions. Sixteen Medicaid programs (including four in

the Midwest) have already removed the PA requirement for most patients: Alaska, Arizona, California,

District of Columbia, Idaho, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New

York, Rhode Island, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin.2

The undersigned providers have labored under the PA process for HCV antivirals in Illinois for years, and

we have witnessed these disparities firsthand. The criteria for PA approval of HCV treatment wastes

healthcare resources, increases costs, and jeopardizes patient health. By requiring a genotype for

pangenotypic treatment, along with other extensive, time-limited, and unnecessary tests, Illinois

Medicaid delays and denies HCV treatment for our patients. The PA process puts our patients at risk for

further complications such as cirrhosis, liver cancer, and extrahepatic diseases that cause mortality with

HCV.

Moreover, the CDC report acknowledges what we have seen for years as we usher our patients through

these restrictions -- PA is a barrier for all Medicaid participants, and disproportionately hinders the ability

of our patients who are not white to obtain these cures. It is time for the Department of Healthcare and

Family Services to remedy this disparity and make HCV cures available without PA.

Sincerely,

Providers:

Nancy Alonzo, CMA, UI Health

Sarah Anderson, MS, APN, Northwestern Medicine

Andrew Aronsohn, MD, University of Chicago Medical Center

Jamie Benken, PharmD, UI Health

1 “Vital Signs: Hepatitis C Treatment Among Insured Adults — United States, 2019–2020,” U.S. DEP’T OF

HEALTH AND HUM. SERVICES & CTRS. FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, vol. 71, no. 32, at 1013 (Aug. 12, 2022),
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7132e1-H.pdf.
2 “Hepatitis C: State of Medicaid Access,” CTR. FOR HEALTH LAW AND POLICY INNOVATION & NAT’L VIRAL HEPATITIS

ROUNDTABLE (Oct. 2022), https://stateofhepc.org.
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Jenna Boznos, PharmD, BCPS, UChicago Medicine

Melvin WC Brown Jr, UI Health

Justin Boike, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Maya Campara, PharmD, UI Health

Laurie Carrier, MD, Tapestry 360 Health

Therese Castrogiovanni, PharmD, CDCES, Northwestern Medicine

Wadih Chacra, MD, UI Health

Amanda Cheung, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Laura Dee, PharmD, Crusader Community Health

Leena Deshpande, PharmD, BCACP, Northwestern Medicine Primary Care

Andres Duarte, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Antoinette Ellen, CMA, UI Health/SCB Transplant Clinic

Jamie Ellingwood, PA-C, Tapestry 360 Health

Jeffery Erdman, Illinois Public Health Association

John N. Gaetano, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Sujata Gaitonde MD, FCAP, A (ACHI), University of Illinois

Daniel Ganger, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Nancy Glick, Sinai Chicago

Richard Green, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Mark E. Greg, PharmD, RPh, Northwestern Medicine

Dhiraj Gulati, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Joanna Gutierrez RMA Transplant UI Health

Sarah Haase, PA-C, UI Health

Kevin He, PharmD, Rush University Medical Center

Allison Hietpas, PharmD Candidate, UI Health

Thomas D. Huggett, MD, MPH, Lawndale Christian Health Center

Dempsey Hughes, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Ryan Kates, PharmD, BCACP, AAHIVP, Northwestern Medicine

Jordan Katz, MD, Rush-Esperanza Family Medicine Residency, Rush University
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Maggie Kaufmann, MPH, University of Illinois Chicago

John Keller, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Brooke Kimmel, PharmD, Rush University Medical Center

Sean Koppe, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Samantha Kurnik, PA-C, PrimeCare Health Community Health Centers

Lor Lawson, RN UI Health

Phoebe LeBeau, PharmD, Rush University Medical Center

Josh Levitsky, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Brenna Lindsey, MPH

Michael Maginn, Illinois Public Health Association

Michelle Martin, PharmD, UI Health

Alicia Martinez, MPA, Healthcare Administrator

Heliodoro Medina, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Sarah Michienzi, PharmD, BCOPS, AAHIVP, UI Health

Vanessa Miller, BSN, RN, CNN, UI Health

Sara Miranda, DNP, FNP- BC, PCC Community Wellness Center

Adam Mikolajczyk, MD, UI Health

Christopher Moore, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Diana Moreno, MSW, LSW, UIH

Richard E. Morrissy, University of Illinois at Chicago

Allie Moser, FNP-BC, Northwestern Medicine

Shaham Mumtaz, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Cassie Muran, PharmD, UI Health

Anna Nguyen, DO, MPH-Rush Esperanza Family Medicine Residency Program - Esperanza Health Centers

Derek Owen, PharmD, UChicago Medicine

Daniel Ozinga, PPa

Richard Paguia, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Hemal Patel, MD, Northwestern Medicine

Sonalie Patel, PharmD, BCPS, BCACP, BCCP, CLS, Northwestern Medicine
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Aileen Pham, PharmD Candidate, UI Health

Mai Tuyet Pho, MD MPH, University of Chicago Medicine

Nancy Reau, MD, Chief, Section of Hepatology, Rush University Medical Center

Samuel René, MPH

Anesia Reticker, PharmD, UChicago Medicine

Natasha Rodriguez Mancebo, PA-C, Esperanza Health Centers

Mary Rouzer, DNP, APRN, FNP-C, Northwestern Medicine

Karine Rozenberg-Ben-Dror, PharmD., Hines VA

Renslow Sherer, MD, Section of Infectious Diseases and Global Health, University of Chicago

Renata Smith, Pharm.D, UI-Health

Vanessa Tafolla-Flores, UI Health

Paige Taylor, PharmD, BCPS, BCOP, UChicago Medicine

Kathleen M. Vest, PharmD, CDCES, BCACP, Northwestern Medicine

Jessica Wagner, PharmD Candidate, UI Health

Joy Wright, MEd, Howard Brown Health

Jane Wong, RN, UI Health

Michelle Yacht, FNP, Esperanza Health Centers

Organizations:

Access Community Health Network

American Liver Foundation

Asian Health Coalition

Community Liver Alliance

Erie Family Health Centers, Inc.

Howard Brown Health

Lake County Health Department and Community Health Center

Midwest AIDS Education and Training Center (MATEC)

National Viral Hepatitis Roundtable

PCC Community Wellness Center
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Pozen Family Center for Human Rights

PrimeCare Health Community Health Centers

Tapestry 360 Health Centers (formerly Heartland Health Centers)

Treatment Action Group (TAG)

Rural Health Inc.
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